
1.  2.  
Some reflections on the Scripture Readings for March 29th 

 

The Christian life is a life of paradox.  We live within the mystery of the life, death and 

resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Today's readings speak to us very powerfully of 

life and death. 

 

Today’s news media also speak to us of life and death (but not resurrection, except in a 

veiled way.) Remember, it was only twenty years ago that the World Trade Center was 

destroyed and more than 2000 men and women were killed.  We couldn’t imagine 

anything worse.  We were overcome with grief. And yet we rose again, as a people.  

We returned to life.  And then there was the bombing at the end of the Boston Marathon 

on April 18, 2013.  But Boston rose again and coined the phrase "Boston Strong."  Five 

years later there was the shooting at the Parkwood High School and the survivors 

echoed, "Parkwood Strong." 

 

So we have to be strong.  We find our strength in Our Lord and the word of God.  

Today we have the image of the prophet Ezekiel.  He is speaking to a people in exile.  

Their whole lives are in shambles.  He tells them of his vision of the field of dry bones 

that had come back to life at the word of God.  He tells them that this is an image of the 

whole nation that will come back to life when it returns to its homeland and turns back 

to God; a good lesson for all of us. 

 

In the Gospel, we see Jesus demonstrating that He is the lord of life.  Could He have 

prevented the death of Lazarus?  Probably.  But He had something else on his mind, 

something that even his closest friends could not have anticipated.  Unfortunately, we 

do not have Lazarus's side of the story.  What was it like to have died and then restored 

to life? 

 

We don’t know.  Lazarus had died.  Lazarus was resuscitated.  He was not resurrected.  

He was returned to this life.  And he would have to again at a later time.  But Jesus had 

demonstrated that He had power over even death. Another good thing for us to 

remember. 

 

Lazarus was returned to life, but his life was not changed.  When Jesus died, He was 

changed.  His resurrected body was certainly His, but it was different.  It was richer 

and it was fuller.  When St. Paul was writing about the Good News, he told us that 

baptism was our incorporation into this resurrected life of Jesus.  We don' see this 

change yet, but it is real and we will realize it when our earthly life is complete.  That is 

good news and it is most important that we hear it when we are surrounded by bad news. 

 

A final thought: In the end, all will be good.  If the present is not good, it is not the end. 

Fr. Fitz 


